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HOUSE BLESSINGS
Father Michael will be starting to schedule
house blessing. Please contact him to
arrange a time.
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UPCOMING EVENTS, FEAST DAYS
AND SERVICES
5.1.22
Divine Liturgy - 9:00 am
Potluck - 11:00 am
Sunday School - 12:00 pm
5.5.22
Office Hours - 1:00 pm
5.7.22
Great Vespers - 6:00 pm

Saint Athanasius the Great
Patriarch of Alexandria
Commemorated on Jan 18th & May 2nd

UPCOMING EVENTS CONTINUED
5.8.22
Divine Liturgy- 9:00 am
Potluck - 11:00 am
Sunday School - 12:00 pm

Saint Athanasius the Great, Archbishop of Alexandria,
was a great Father of the Church and a pillar of
Orthodoxy. He was born around the year 297 in the
city of Alexandria into a family of pious Christians. He
received a fine secular education, but he acquired
more knowledge by diligent study of the Holy
Scripture. In his childhood, the future hierarch
Athanasius became known to Saint Alexander the
Patriarch of Alexandria (May 29). A group of children,
which included Athanasius, were playing at the
seashore. The Christian children decided to baptize
their pagan playmates.

5.14.22
Great Vespers - 6:00 pm

The young Athanasius, whom the children designated
as “bishop”, performed the Baptism, precisely
repeating the words he heard in church during this
sacrament. Patriarch Alexander observed all this from
a window. He then commanded that the children and
their parents be brought to him. He conversed with
them for a long while and determined that the
Baptism performed by the children was done
according to the Church order. He acknowledged the
Baptism as real and sealed it with the sacrament of
Chrismation. From this moment, the Patriarch looked
after the spiritual upbringing of Athanasius and in
time brought him into the clergy, at first as a reader,
and then he ordained him as a deacon.

5.28.22
Great Vespers - 6:00 pm

It was as a deacon that Saint Athanasius accompanied
Patriarch Alexander to the First Ecumenical Council
at Nicea in the year 325. At the Council, Saint
Athanasius refuted of the heresy of Arius. His speech
met with the approval of the Orthodox Fathers of the
Council, but the Arians, those openly and those
secretly so, came to hate Athanasius and persecuted
him for the rest of his life.

5.15.22
Divine Liturgy - 9:00 am
Potluck - 11:00 am
Sunday School - 12:00 pm
5.21.22
Great Vespers - 6:00 pm
5.22.22
Divine Liturgy - 9:00 am
Potluck - 11:00 am
Sunday School - 12:00 pm

5.29.22
Divine Liturgy - 9:00 am
Potluck - 11:00 am
Sunday School - 12:00 pm

Saint Athanasius the Great
Patriarch of Alexandria Cont.
After the death of holy Patriarch Alexander, Saint Athanasius was unanimously
chosen as his successor in the See of Alexandria. He refused, accounting himself
unworthy, but at the insistence of all the Orthodox populace that it was in
agreement, he was consecrated bishop when he was twenty-eight, and installed as
the archpastor of the Alexandrian Church. Saint Athanasius guided the Church for
forty-seven years, and during this time he endured persecution and grief from his
antagonists. Several times he was expelled from Alexandria and hid himself from
the Arians in desolate places, since they repeatedly tried to kill him. Saint
Athanasius spent more than twenty years in exile, returned to his flock, and then
was banished again.
There was a time when he remained as the only Orthodox bishop in the area, a
moment when all the other bishops had fallen into heresy. At the false councils of
Arian bishops he was deposed as bishop. Despite being persecuted for many years,
the saint continued to defend the purity of the Orthodox Faith, and he wrote
countless letters and tracts against the Arian heresy.

When Julian the Apostate (361-363) began a persecution against Christians, his
wrath first fell upon Saint Athanasius, whom he considered a great pillar of
Orthodoxy. Julian intended to kill the saint in order to strike Christianity a grievous
blow, but he soon perished himself. Mortally wounded by an arrow during a battle,
he cried out with despair: “You have conquered, O Galilean.” After Julian’s death,
Saint Athanasius guided the Alexandrian Church for seven years and died in 373, at
the age of seventy-six.

Saint Athanasius the Great
Patriarch of Alexandria Cont.
ANumerous works of Saint Athanasius have been preserved; four Orations against
the Arian heresy; also an Epistle to Epictetus, bishop of the Church of Corinth, on
the divine and human natures in Jesus Christ; four Epistles to Serapion, Bishop of
Thmuis, about the Holy Spirit and His equality with the Father and the Son,
directed against the heresy of Macedonius.
Other apologetic works of the Saint in defense of Orthodoxy have been preserved,
among which is the Letter to the Emperor Constantius. Saint Athanasius wrote
commentaries on Holy Scripture, and books of a moral and didactic character, as
well as a biography of Saint Anthony the Great (January 17), with whom Saint
Athanasius was very close. Saint John Chrysostom advised every Orthodox
Christian to read this Life.
The memory of Saint Athanasius is celebrated also on January 18 with Saint Cyril of
Alexandria.

Troparion, Tone 3
You were a pillar of Orthodoxy, Hierarch
Athanasius, / supporting the Church with
divine doctrines; / you proclaimed the Son to
be of one Essence with the Father, / putting
Arius to shame. / Righteous father, entreat
Christ God to grant us His great mercy.

Kontakion, Tone 2
You planted the dogmas of Orthodoxy / and
eradicated the thorns of false doctrine; / you
propagated the seeds of the Faith watered
with the rain of the Spirit. / Therefore, we
praise you, Righteous Athanasius.

Midfeast of Pentecost
Commemorated on May 18

Today’s celebration is the midpoint of the fifty days between the
Feasts of Pascha and Pentecost. Saint John tells us (John 7:14) that “in
the midst of the feast Jesus went up into the Temple, and taught.” The
Feast in question is the Feast of Tabernacles (celebrated in September),
not Pentecost.
The Church has appointed John 7:14-30 to be read for the Midfeast,
thereby linking Pascha and Pentecost. In Chapter 8 of Saint John’s
Gospel, the Lord came to the Temple again and taught the people who
came to Him. After leaving the Temple, he encounters the man born
blind. We will hear about him on the Sunday of the Blind Man.

The Troparion of the Midfeast (“In the middle of the Feast, O Savior,
fill my thirsting soul with the waters of godliness, as Thou didst cry to
all: If anyone thirst, let him come to Me and drink [John 7:37]. O Christ
God, Fountain of our life, glory to Thee!”) hints at the encounter of
Christ and the Samaritan Woman in just a few days.
Today we perform the Lesser Blessing of Water, and the Blessing of
Fields.

Commemoration of the Holy Fathers of the
Second Ecumenical Council
Commemorated on May 22

The Second Ecumenical Council was convened in the year 381 and consolidated the
victory of Orthodoxy attained in the year 325 at the First Ecumenical Council.
During the difficult years which passed after the acceptance of the Nicene Symbol of
Faith (Creed), the Arian heresy developed new offshoots. Under the guise of struggle
against the Sabellian heresy, which taught about a blending of the Hypostatic
Persons of the Father and the Son [as mere aspects or modalities within the Trinity],
Macedonius began to employ the word “homoiousios” “of similar essence” [in
contrast to the Orthodox teaching of “homoousios”, “of the same essence”]
regarding the essence of the Son and that of the Father.
This formula still presented a danger because Macedonius presented himself as a
struggler against the Arians, who used the term “like the Father.” Besides this, the
Macedonians, being semi-Arians, depending on conditions and advantages of the
moment, sometimes inclined towards Orthodoxy, sometimes towards Arianism.
They blasphemed the Holy Spirit by suggesting that He was not “of the same
essence” with the Father and the Son.

Commemoration of the Holy Fathers of the
Second Ecumenical Council Cont.
A second heretic, Aetius, introduced the concept “anomoion” (“different in essence.”)
He said that the Father has a completely different essence from that of the Son. His
disciple Eunomios taught a hierarchical subordination of the Son to the Father, and
of the Holy Spirit to the Son. Everyone who came to him was rebaptized into the
“death of Christ,” denying Baptism in the Name of the Father and of the Son and of
the Holy Spirit, which is commanded us by the Savior Himself (Mt. 28:19).
A third heresy arose from the teachings of Valentius and Ursacius at the Arimonian
Council. They attempted to deceive the Orthodox bishops, proclaiming that the Son
of God is from God, and is in the likeness of God the Father, and is not a created
being as the Arians taught. The heretics did not wish to use the term “one in essence”
in describing the relation of the Son to the Father, saying that the word “essence” is
not found within the Holy Scripture. Besides these three main heresies, there were
also many other false teachings. The heretic Apollinarios said, “The flesh of the
Savior did not have a human soul or reason. The Word of God took the place of the
absent soul; and Divinity remained dead for three days.”
In order to refute these heretical opinions, the holy Emperor Theodosius the Great
(379-395) convened an Ecumenical Council at Constantinople, at which 150 bishops
were present. Upon investigation by the Holy Fathers it was proposed that a Creed
which holy Pope Damasus had sent to Bishop Paulinus of Antioch should be read.
This appears to be the so-called Sirmean Creed, drawn up by Potamius of Lisbon,
who participated in a pro-Arian Council at Sirmium in 357, but changed his opinions
two years later. The document was a vain attempt to please everyone by not
mentioning the terms ousia (essence, or substance), homoousios (identical in
essence, or substance), and homoiousion (similar in essence, or substance), "by which
the minds of many are perturbed." It said that there "ought to be no mention of any
of them at all, nor any exposition of them in the Church." By not defining the
Church's teaching clearly, the document is ambiguous, neither endorsing the various
heresies it contained, nor the teaching of the Church.
An Ecumenical Synod is convened primarily to deal with false teachings and refute
them by proclaiming the faith handed down to us by the Apostles and the Holy
Fathers. To use the definition of St. Vincent of Lérins: "that which has been believed
everywhere, always, by everyone." There can be no compromise between truth and
falsehood.

Commemoration of the Holy Fathers of the
Second Ecumenical Council Cont.
After the document was aloud, the Holy Fathers rejected the false teaching of
Macedonius, and unanimously affirmed the Apostolic teaching that the Holy Spirit
is not a creature, but is rather the Life-Creating Lord, Who proceeds from the
Father, and is worshipped and glorified with the Father and the Son. In order to
combat other heresies, of the Eunomians, Arians and Semi-Arians, the Holy Fathers
reaffirmed the Nicene Symbol of Faith.
In the Symbol (Creed), accepted by the First Ecumenical Council, the divine nature
of the Holy Spirit was not addressed, since at that earlier time [in 325] heresies
against the Holy Spirit had not become widespread. Therefore, the holy Fathers of
the Second Ecumenical Council added to the Nicean Symbol its eighth, ninth, tenth,
eleventh and twelfth sections. They definitively formulated and affirmed the
Nicene-Constantinople Symbol of Faith, which is used even now by all the
Orthodox Churches.
The Second Ecumenical Council also established the norms for ecclesiastical courts
[Canon VI], and it decided to receive those repentant heretics who were properly
baptized in the name of the Holy Trinity through Chrismation, but those baptized
with a single immersion were to be received as pagans.

