MESSAGE FROM FR. MICHAEL
Liturgy of Initiation

It is happened to all of us at one time or another. The alarm
clock rings on a dark, cold, and wintry Sunday morning. The
bed is warm. The room is dark. We begin a familiar dialogue
with ourselves: “I worked so hard this week, isn't Sunday a day
of rest? Why do I have to get up? Can't I miss attending liturgy
just this once? Who's going to miss me? It’s not my turn to serve
or to help at coffee hour. God is everywhere, why can't I
worship him from my bed just this once? We all know the
answer deep down but sometimes it's good to be reminded of it

anyway.

For I received from the Lord, what I also delivered to you,
that the Lord Jesus, on the night when he was betrayed, took
bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it, and said,
“Thas 1s my body which is for you. Do this in remembrance of
me.” In the same way also the cup, after supper, saying, “This
cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, and off as often
as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” For as often as you
eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s
death until He comes. (1 Corinthians 11.23-26)
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Paul's words are some of the very first to be written down and shared among the New
Testament churches. From the earliest times, it is clear what our Lord demands of us
when we follow Him. To proclaim His death, we must Do this. Indeed, on the day of
Pentecost, after the Holy Spirit had descended on the Apostles, and after Peter brought
3000 new followers to Christ through his preaching, the book of Acts tells us that “... they
devoted themselves to the Apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and
the prayers” (Acts 2.42). They did this together, even as we do now.

It may be surprising to know that, with a few exceptions, the earliest Christians were not
persecuted at first by the Romans for believing in Christ. They were persecuted instead
for unlawful assembly. If anyone had a good reason not to gather, it would be them.
Surely, they all believed in Jesus Christ. Surely, they lived their lives in service to others
and had a good prayer life. But they knew that it was vital to assemble in this “breaking of
bread,” despite the danger.

Now, some might argue that there have been Christians Saints who did not attend liturgy
on a regular basis. But before we work very hard at trying to put ourselves in the category
of a Mary of Egypt or Theophan the Recluse, let us keep in mind that even these Saints
eventually did what we all must. They partook of the Eucharist Assembly with others.
Why is it so important for us to gather in this way? We know Christ commands it, but
why? Put simply, we do not become Christians by merely agreeing with or contemplating
on what Christ said or taught. We become Christians by putting on Christ. We do this
through our baptism and every time we partake of the Eucharist. The Eucharist is the
Bread of Life, His Body, given to us by Christ Himself. Christ tells us plainly, “He who eats
my flesh and drinks my blood abides in me, and I in him. As the living Father sent me,
and I live because of the Father, so he who eats me will live because of me” (John. 6.56-57).
We must come to the Lord's table. We must eat this bread and drink this cup to live, or
rather, to have Christ live in us. Only then can we begin to do all the other things that
Christians do. It is the basis of the Christian life.

The word leitourgia, from which we derive our word “liturgy”, was used in ancient Greece
to mean “public service performed by a private citizen.” It was appropriated by the
Church to refer to the work being accomplished when the people assembled “as the
Church” in the breaking of bread. From the earliest times, this act was seen as a service
performed “on behalf of all, and for all.” To be sure, this assembly was led by the bishop
or presbyter as a sign of the Church’s’ unity. But just as all have put on Christ, all are
called to offer the fruits of creation, here represented as the bread and wine, back to their
creator. With few exceptions, the prayer said during the Liturgy are said as “we”. All of us
come before the Lord and offer back to Him belongs to Him.



Of course, this does not mean that everyone should go out and start serving their own
liturgy's. We all must be assembled and, as Paul told the Corinthians, all things should be
done decently and in order. Nevertheless, we are all participate in the liturgy, in the “public
service”.

Ignatius of Antioch tells us that all the people gathered around the bishop or presbyter
constitute the fullness of the Church. We must remember that when we are absent from this
gathering, we are not manifesting that fullness, we are detracting from it. Each of us has gifts
given to us by God to be used in the Assembly of the Faithful. Each of us is called to build
one another up. Each of us has a public service to be done. And this is not always about
serving coffee at coffee hour or singing in the choir. How many of us have attended Liturgy
on the Sunday following Christmas, or even Bright Monday after Pascha? These days are
notoriously under-attended. One can feel the absences. Even the lack of physical presence
can be damaging to the worship of the Church.

So, although that bed is very warm, and Sunday might start out so very dark and cold, we
know that we must do as all the Saints have done before us. We must go to the church ready
to offer ourselves, our time, and our talents to the work of the liturgy. By participating in it,
we become more than just a group of committed Christians, we become the Church.

For a short time, we join the angelic powers and worship at the very Throne of God. We
become truly human by doing what he created us to do. We offer His creation back to Him
as bread and wine through His Son in His Spirit. God freely gives it back to us as the Body
and Blood of His Son. By partaking of this Gift, we become His Body, with Christ as the
Head. All the members of His Body act with one mind, one Spirit. When finally, the liturgy
is ended and we return to our own lives, we are sent out to proclaim His death until He
comes. We are set to feed the hungry, to clothe the naked, to visit the sick and imprisoned.
We are sent to witness that Christ has conquered death. Even as each of us bear the cross
that God has given us, His Body and Blood give us strength to love with His Love. It is a love
that “bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things” (1 Corinthians
13.7).

That is something to get up for in the morning.



MHe nedcTBMTENBHO HY#HO BCTaBaTh?

0. Muxawn

ITo CNy4anock C KamabIM M3 Hac, TEMHEIM, XON0OHbIM, 3MMHWUM BOCKPECHLIM YTROM
3BOHUT ByaMNeHMK, TEénnan kpoeaTe. B koMHuaTe TeMuo. M BOT MBI Ha4YMHaeMm granor
camu ¢ coboi: "H Tak MHoro paboTan Ha 3ToM Hegene, pasBe BOCKPECeHbE He
BLIXOAHOW AeHb? [ToveMy A AonKeH BCTagaTe? Mory nu 8 XxoTe pas NnponycTMTe
Nutyprro? KoMy A4 Tam HyxKeH? 3To HE MOA O4Yepefb CYKWTb WK NoMoratb ©
Tpanezol. bor Bezfe, NoYeMy A HE MOMY XOTk P33 NOKNOHWTECA MY M3 CBOEH
noctenn?” B rnybuHe aywy Bce Mbl 3HaeM OTBET, HO MHOr4a BCE PaBHO NONe3HOo
HanoOMHWTEL O HEM,

M6o a ot [Camoro] Nocnoga npyHAN To, 4TO M BaM nepeadan, Yto focnogb Mucyc
B Ty HOYb, B KOTOPYIO NpeaaH bein, Baan xneb u, sozbnaronapue, NpenoMnun U
CKa3aJsl NPUUMATE, AAKTe, CMe ecTe Teno Moe, 3a Bac NoMHUMOe; CHe TBOPHTE B
Moe BocnomuHaHue. Takme 1 Yawy Nocne BeYepwu, M CKa3an: CUs Yalla ecTh
HOBbI 3aeeT B Moei KpoBu; cne TEopuTe, korga TonekKo Gynere nute, B Moe
BocnoMuHaHue, FBo BCAKMIA pas3, Korna Bbl equTe xneb celd M NbeTe Yally cHio,
cMepTe locnogHk Bosgewaete, gokone OH npuder. (1 Kop. 11:23-26)

Cnoea lNaena 6einv 04HWMKW U3 NEPBLIX, KOTOPbIE GBINK 3aNUCaHbl M pacnpocTpaHeHsl
CpenM HOBO3aBeTHbIX UepKBed. C caMblx paHHWX BpeMéH 6bino AcHo, Yero TpebyeT oT
Hac locnopae, Koraa Mel cnegyem 2a HuM, 1 ytobel NnpoBo3rnacuTe Ero cMepTh, Ml
OonN#HB 3To AenaTte. JelcTBHMTeNEHO, B AeHb [1aTuaecATHKULIl, nocne Toro kak CeATor
Hyx coWwen Ha anocTonoe, U NOCNE Toro, Kak MNeTp ceoel Nponoeenblo NPUEEN Ko
APWCTY TPW ThICAYKW HOBBIX NocnenoeaTengii, KHira [JeArmid roBopMT Ham, 4To “oHM
NOCTOAHHO NPebLIBanM B y4eHu ANocTonoE, B OGWEHWK M NpenoMneHnn xneba u B
MonuTeax” (Qead, 2:42). OHW genann 3To BMeCcTe, Kak ¥ Mbl ceiyac,

Bo3aMmoHO, Bac yanBUT TOT (hakT, MTO, 38 HEMHOMMMK MCKDYEHUAMM, NEPBLIE
XpUCTUAHE CHaYana He NoaBepranuch NoHeHUAM CO CTOPOHBI PUMAAH 33 BEpY BO
Xpucta, BMecto 3Toro ux npecnefoBani 2a HezakoHHoe cobpanue, Ecnu y Koro-to
Bbina Beckan NpUYKMHA He cobUpaTkeA, To 3To Hbiny oHW. KoHeyHo, BCe OHW BepUNK B
Mucyca Xpucta. KoHeYHO, OHW NPOMKKAN CBOK MHM3Hb B CNYAHEHWUK OPYIMM U MMEnK
NOCTORHYIO MONUTBEHHYIO MWU3Hb. HO OHKW 3HANK, Y4TO XKMU3HEHHO BaXkHO coBpaThcA B
3TOM “NpenoMneHum xneta”, HECMOTPA Ha ONacHOCTL.

HekoTopble MOMYT BO3Pa3WTb, YTO BbiNK CBATLIE, KOTOPLIE HE NOCELWANK NUTYPIMIo Ha
perynapHoi ocHoge, Ho npempoe Yem nocTaeuTe ceba B 0auH paa ¢ Mapuei



Ervnerckoit unu @eodaHom 3aTROPHUKOM, LABANTE BCNOMHMM, Y4TO [aMe 3TU CBATbIe
B KOHLE KOHUOB CAENanu To, YTO AOMXHLI AenaTh BCe Mbl. BMecTe ¢ ApyriMK oHK
YYSCTBOBANM B EBXapUCTHUYECKOM CoBpaHmMK.

Mouemy ana Hac Tak BamHo cobupaThoea Taknm obpasom? Mel 3Haem, 4To XpwcToc
nogenegaer aTo, Ho nodemy? MNpowe roeops, Mbl HE CTAHOBMMCA XPUCTUAHAMK, NPOCTO
COMNAaWanAcs WNK PasMbIWNAA Hag TEM, YTO CKaz3an wnu Yemy yumn Xpuctoc. Mel
CTAHOBUMCH XpUCTUaHamMu, obnexkasce 8o XpucTa. Mel genaem sTo Yepes Hawe
KPELLEHWE W KakObli pas3, Korna Mbl Nnpudalwaemca EBxaprctuin, EBxapucTia ectb
Xneb MuzHu, Ero Teno, gadHoe Ham Camum XpucTom, XpUcToc NPaMo FrOBOPMT HaM;
“Anywmia Moo MnoTe u nMowmii Moo Kpoeb Bo MHe npebeigaeT, 1 A B HeM. Kakr
nocnan Mens mumeoi Oteud, v A xuey OTUuoM, Tak W AQYWMIA MeHs 1Tk Byaet Muow"
(MH. 6.56-57). Mbl gon:KHbl NpUATK Ha Tpane3y locnogHio. Mel 4oAXHBI 8CTe 3TOT
®xNeb W NUTL M3 3TOM Yawk, 4ToBkI MKUTb, MNK, BeEpHee, Y4ToBL XPUCTOC KN B Hac,
TonbKo TOra Mbl CMOXEM HaYaTe AeNaTh BCE OCTanbHOe, YTO AenaT XpucTHaHe. 3To
OCHOBA XPUCTHUAHCKOM MMH3HM.

Cnoeo A£ITOUPYIQ, OT KOTOPOro NPOMCXOOWT HaWe CNoBO “NUTYPrua”, MCNoNb30Banoch
g Opeenei [peuw ana obo3HaveHns "obWECTBEHHOW CNywbbl, BEINONHAEMOW
YacTHbIM AKMUoM”. OHo Bbino npuceoeHo Llepkoesio nna obo3HadveHna paboThol,
COBEpPLWAaeMOi, Korga naw cobupatotces “Kak Llepkoek” gna npenomnedmm xneba.
JTOT aKkT U3gpesne PaccMaTpPUBANcA KaKk CNy:HeHwe, cosepwaemMoe "oT MMEHM BCEX 1
anga scex”. KoHevHo, 310 cobpaHWe BO3rMaBnAn eNUCKON WK NPeCcBUTER B 3HaK
eavHcTea Llepker. Ho Tak e, kak Bce 00neknmce Bo XpKcTa, BCE NPU3BaHbl NPUHECTK
NNoAbl TEOPEHWA, NPpencTaBNEHHbIE 30eCk B BMAE xneba W BKMHa, 0BpaTHO WX
CozpaTento. MonuTEEl, NPOM3HOCKUMBIE BO BRemMaA JTUTYPrMK, 23 pearuM UCKNKYeHMreM
MNPOW3HOCATCA OT MHOMECTBEHHOro Yiona, "Mbl”. Boce Mbl NnpegcTaém nepen MNoocnooom
W NprHockM EMy nprHagnesawee Emy.

KoHeuHOo, 3T0 HE 3HAYWT, UTO Kamdbli QOMMEH BLIATU M HAYATL CNYMKUTL CBOID
INMutypruto. Mol ece gonsHel BeiTe cobpaHol, 1M, Kak ckazan lNaesen kopuHdAHaM, BCE
OONKHO BbITb 6M1aroNPMUCTONHO M YMHHO. TEM He MEHEE, Mbl BCE YHacTBYEM B
NuTypruu, B "obwecteeHHon cnymbe”

MrHaThin AHTHOXWIACKKWIA FOEQRKT HaM, YTO BCe NKOON, CDﬁpEI BLWWKWECA BOKPYT encKkona
WMnNiKi NpecenTepa, COCTaBNAKT NONHOTY LLEDHBH. Mbl 0ONMHBI NOMHWTE, YTO, KOrOAa Mbl
OTCYTCTBYEM Ha 3TOM COﬁPaHﬂH. MEl HE MPOABNAEM 3ITY NOAHOTY, Mbl YManAeM eé. Y
Kadoro M3 Hac ectb gap, OaHHbIA Ham Borom ona MCNONbL30BaHKWA B CGﬁpE’tHMM



BEPYIOWMX. Kaablil M3 HAac NPU3BaH NOMOraTe APYr ApYry. Y KaMaoro 13 Hac ecTb
obulecTBEHHaA cNy»6a, KOTOPYHD HY*KHO BLINONHWUTE. KM 3TO He Bcerga Kacaerca
nogayv Kodhe Ha Tpanese nocne cNyXBel MK NeHua B xope, Ecnu Bel BeiBanuy Ha
JTiTyprM B BockpeceHbe nocne PoxpaecTea Mnu aaxe B CeeTnbii MNoHeaenbHWK
nocne MNMacxw, To Bel MOrNK NOYYBCTBOBaTE NYCTOTY. B 3TW AHW, KaK M3BECTHO, Mano
NpuxoXKaH. Takum o6paszom, parke prsnveckoe OTCYTCTBME MOXKET NOBPennTL
GorocnyeHno Liepkei.

MTaK, x0Tk HawWa NocTeNb O4YeHb TENNAA, @ BOCKPECHOE YTPO BhIMMAOMT O4eHb TEMHbIM
M XONOLHBIM, Mbl 3HAEM, 4TO LONMHBI MOCTYNaTL TaK, Kak NOCTYNany BCce CBATLIE 4O
Hac. Mbl AOMKHBI UATU B LIEPKOBL MOTOBLIMK NOCBATUTL ce64, CBOE BPEeMsA 1 CBOU
TanaHTel JIMTypriv, YYacTBys B HEW, Ml CTAHOBWUMCAH HE NPOCTO MEYNMNoi NpeaaHHBbIX
XPUCTUAH, Mbl cTaHOBMMCA LleproBkio.

Ha wopoTkoe BpemMs NpUcoefUHAEMCH K aHMeNbCKUM CUNamM 1 NOKNOHAEMCA Y CaMoro
Mpectona Boxkua. Mbl CTAHOBUMCA MO-HACTOALLEMY NIOObMM, MCNONHAA TO, ONA YEro
On Hac cozpan. Mel npegnaraem Emy Ero TeopeHue Kak xneb v suHo Yepes Ero CriHa
g Ero Oyxe. Bor nobpoBontHo BO3BPAaWaceT ero HamM Kaxk Teno v Kpoeb Ceoero CeiHa.
MNpuyawasnce 3toro fapa, mel ctaHoeumMca Ero Tenom, Bo rnaee co Xpuctom. Bee
YneHsl Ero Tena geAcTBYIOT OOHWMM YMOM, oHKMM [yxoM. Koraa, HakoHeL, NTyprva
3AKAHYMBAETCA M Mbl BO3IBPALLEEMCA K CBOEH COBCTEEHHON XKU3HKM, HaC NOCHINawT
NPoBO3rNawaTte Ero cMepTe, Noka OH He NpKAéT. Mbl HACTPOEHbI HAKOPMUWTE
ronofHbIX, 00Tk HArMx, NOCETUTE BONBLHBIX WM 3aKNKYEHHDBIX. Mbl NocnaHbl
CBMAETENBCTBOBATE, 4TO XpucToc nobegumn cvepTo, Harme KOrga Kamaobiid M3 Hac HeceT
KPEecCT, AaHHbliA HaM Borom, Ero Teno 1 Kpoeb gatoT HaM cuny nobinte Ero MioboBeio.
3710 NBoBL, KOTOPAaA "BCE NOKPLIBAET, BCEMY BEDWT, BCEro HaaeeTcs, BCE nepeHocKuT”
(1 Kop. 13:7).

370 TO, pagy H4ero CToOMT BCTAEATh NO yTpaM.
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The pagan Roman Emperors tried to obliterate the holy places where our Lord Jesus
Christ suffered and rose from the dead, so that they would be forgotten. Emperor
Hadrian (117-138) ordered that Golgotha and the Lord's Sepulchre be buried, and that a
temple in honor of the pagan "goddess" Venus and a statue of Jupiter be placed there.

Pagans gathered at this place and offered sacrifices to idols. Eventually after 300 years, by
Divine Providence, the Christian holy places, the Sepulchre of the Lord, and the Life-
giving Cross, were discovered and opened for veneration. This took place under Emperor
Constantine the Great (306-337) after his victory over Maxentius (in 312), who ruled the
Western part of the Roman Empire, and over Licinius, the ruler of its Eastern part. In the
year 323 Constantine became the sole ruler of the vast Roman Empire.

In 813 Saint Constantine issued the Edict of Milan, by which Christianity was legalized
and persecutions against Christians in the Western half of the Empire were stopped.
Although Licinius had signed the Edict of Milan in order to oblige Constantine, he
continued his cruel persecutions against Christians.




Only after his conclusive defeat did the Edict of Milan extend also to the Eastern part of
the Empire. The Holy Equal of the Apostles Emperor Constantine, triumphing over his
enemies in three wars, with God’s assistance, had seen the Sign of the Cross in the
heavens. Written beneath were the words: “By this you shall conquer.”

Ardently desiring to find the Cross upon which our Lord Jesus Christ was crucified, Saint
Constantine sent his mother, the pious Empress Helen (May 21), to Jerusalem, providing
her with a letter to Saint Makarios, the Patriarch of Jerusalem. Saint Helen journeyed to
the holy places connected with the earthly life of the Savior, building more than 80
churches, at Bethlehem the birthplace of Christ, and on the Mount of Olives where the
Lord ascended to Heaven, and at Gethsemane where the Savior prayed before His
sufferings, and where the Mother of God was buried after her Dormition.

Although the holy Empress Helen was no longer young, she set about completing the task
with enthusiasm. In her search for the Life-giving Cross, she questioned both Christians
and Jews, but for a long time her search remained unsuccessful. Finally, she was directed
to a certain elderly Jew named Jude who stated that the Cross was buried beneath the
temple of Venus. They demolished the pagan temple and, after praying, they began to
excavate the ground. Soon the Lord's Tomb was uncovered. Not far from it were three
crosses, and a board with the inscription ordered by Pilate, and four nails which had
pierced the Lord’s Body (March 6).

In order to discover on which of the three crosses the Savior had been crucified, Patriarch
Makarios alternately touched the crosses to a corpse. When the Cross of the Lord touched
the dead man, he was restored to life. After witnessing the raising of the dead man,
everyone was convinced that the Life-giving Cross had been found.

Christians came in a huge crowds to venerate the Holy Cross, beseeching Saint Makarios
to lift the Cross, so that those far off could see it. Then the Patriarch and other spiritual
leaders lifted the Holy Cross, and the people prostrated themselves before the Honorable
Wood, saying “Lord have mercy." This solemn event occurred in the year 326.

During the discovery of the Life-giving Cross another miracle took place: a woman who
was close to death was healed by the shadow of the Holy Cross.

The elderly Jude (October 28) and other Jews believed in Christ and were baptized. Jude
was given the name Kyriakos, and later he was consecrated as the Bishop of Jerusalem. He
suffered a martyr’s death for Christ during the reign of Emperor Julian the Apostate (361-
363).



Saint Helen took part of the Life-giving Wood and nails with her to Constantinople. Saint
Constantine ordered a majestic and spacious church to built at Jerusalem in honor of the
Resurrection of Christ, also including under its roof the Life-giving Tomb of the Lord and
Golgotha. The church was built in ten years. Saint Helen did not survive until the
dedication of the church, she reposed in the year 327. The church was consecrated on
September 13, 335. On the following day, September 14, the festal celebration of the
Exaltation of the Honorable and Life-giving Cross was established.

Another event connected to the Cross of the Lord is remembered also on this day: its
return to Jerusalem from Persia after a fourteen year captivity. During the reign of the
Byzantine Emperor Phokas (602-610) the Persian king Khozrées II attacked
Constantinople defeated the Greek army, plundered Jerusalem, capturing both the Life-
giving Cross of the Lord and the Holy Patriarch Zachariah (609-633).

The Cross remained in Persia for fourteen years, and only under Emperor Herakleios
(610-641), who defeated Khozréés and concluded peace with his successor and son Syroes,
was the Lord's Cross returned to the Christians.

With great solemnity the Life-giving Cross was transferred to Jerusalem. Emperor
Herakleios, wearing a crown and his royal purple garments carried the Cross of Christ.
The Emperor was accompanied by Patriarch Zachariah. At the gates by which they
ascended Golgotha, the Emperor stopped suddenly and was unable to proceed. The holy
Patriarch explained to the Emperor that an Angel of the Lord was blocking his way.
Herakleios was told to remove his royal trappings and to walk barefoot, since He Who
bore the Cross for the salvation of the world had made His way to Golgotha in all
humility. Then Herakleios donned plain clothes, and without further hindrance, carried
the Cross of Christ into the church.

Troparion — Tone 1

O Lord, save Your people, / and bless Your inheritance. / Grant victories to the
Orthodox Christians / over their adversaries. / And by virtue of Your Cross, / preserve
Your habitation.

Kontakion — Tone 4

As You were voluntarily raised upon the cross for our sake, / grant mercy to those who
are called by Your Name, O Christ God; / make all Orthodox Christians glad by Your
power, / granting them victories over their adversaries, / by bestowing on them the
Invincible trophy, Your weapon of Peace.



BO3JBHUKEHHUE YECTHOI'O H ZKUBOTBOPAINEI'O KPECTATI'OCIIOAHA

[leHb Npa3sAHOBaHMA: 14 ceHTAODA

Pumckne mmnepaTtopsl-A3bIMHUKW NbITANWCE NONHOCTEH) YHUYTOXWTE B YernoBedYecTBe
BOCMNOMWHAHWA O CBALLEHHLIX MecTax, rae nocTpagan 3a nwogei n eockpec [ocnods Hall
Mucyc Xpuctoc. Mvnepartop Aapwad (117 - 138) npukazan 3ackinats 3emnein lonrody 1
lpob locnogeHe W HA WCKYCCTBEHHOM XONMe MOCTaBWTL KanWlle A3blMecKOW DOrMHKW
Bexepwl w cratyiwo Honutepa. Ha 310 mecto cobwpanuce A3bLIYHWKW W COBepLuanu
WOONECKWE MepTRONPUHOLWEHWA. OaHako Yepea 300 net MNpoMeiCnom BOXMUM BENUKWe
XPUCTWAHCKWE CBATEIHM - [pob locnogeHs W AMBOTBOPAWMA KpecT ObINW BHOBL
ofbpeTeHbl XpWCTMAHAMM WM OTKPLITHI ANA MNOKMOHEHWA. 3TO MNPOM30WNO  MpK
pPABHOANOCTONBHOM MMNepaTope KoHcTaHTWHe Benukom (namats 21 mag), nepeom W3
PUMCKMX ~ MMMNEepaTopoB,  NPekpaTtWBlleM  TOHeHMA  Ha  XpucTwad.  CBATOA
paBHOAaNOCTONEHLIR KoHcTaHTMH Benuwkwia (306 - 337) nocne nobenwl B 312 rogy Hag
MakceHTHenm, npaeBuTenem 3anagHo@w dact PUMCKOA wmnepud, W Hag JMkMHWem,
npaenTenem BoCcTOYHOW ee 4acTu, B 323 roay coenanca eUHOOepHaBHLIM NpaBUTENaM
OrpoMHOA PUmMmcKoW umnepun. B 313 roay OH wM3gan Tak Ha3lblBaemeld MWNAHCKWMA 30WKT, NO KOTOpoMmy Dwina
Y3AKOHEHA XPUCTWAHCKAA PEnUrMA W TOHEHWA HA XPUCTMaH B 3anagHoW MNONOBMHE WMNEPWW NPEeKpaTUNUCh.
[NpaenTent JTMKWHWA, XOTA W nognucan B yroay KoHcTaHTUHy MunaHckuia 3OWKT, ofHaKo MakTMYeckn NpooormKan
FOHEHUA Ha XpWMCTWaH. ToNMbKO NOCNe ero OKOHYaTenkHOro nopaweHus W Ha BocTouHyrw dacTe WUMNepun
pacnpocTpaHWncA ykaz 313 roga o eepoTepnMMocTi. PaBHoanoCToNkeHbIR MMnepaTtop KOHCTAHTUH, coneicTEMEM
boxMMM oOepxaBLIWMIA B TpeX BoMHaxX nobeny Han BparaMmu, BUOen Ha HeDe bokue 3HameHne - KpecT ¢ Hagnucker
"Cum nobeavwn”. NopAdo menan oTbicKaTe KpecT, Ha kotopoMm Owin pacnat locnooe Haw WMucyc Xpuctoc,
pPaBHOANOCTONLHLIA KOHCTAHTUH Hanpaeun B Mepycanum CBOK MaTk, DNaroyecTMByl) uapwuudy EneHy (namAate 21
Mas), cHaboue ee nucemom K lNatpuapxy Mepycanumckomy Makapuio. XoTA CBATaA uapuvua EneHa K atomy
BpeMeHW Dbina ye B NPEKNOHHLIX rogax, OHa C BOOAYLIEBNEHWEM B3AMAChH 3a WCNONHEHWE MNOpPYYEeHMA.
Hakldeckne kanuula W MAoNLCKWe CTATYM, HanonHABELWWe epycandm, uapuua noBenena yHUITORWTL. Pa3bickMean
AKUBOTEBOPAWMIA KpecT, oHa pacchnpallveana XpucTuad W WyOoeee, HO OONroe BpeMA ee NOWCKW ocTaeanunck
DeaycnewHeiMW. HakoHel, ed YKa3zanu Ha OHOro craporo eeped no uMeHn Myna, kotopeid cooblumn, yto Kpect
3apbIT Tam, rae CTouT Kanuwe BeHepbl. Kanuwe paspylwunu W, COBEPLIME MOMWTBY, Hadanu KonaTbk 3eMIH.
Bckope Dbinw obHapyxeHs! [pob [oCnNogeHs  HENOOANEKY OT HEro TPW KpecTa, A0LEeYKa C HaANUCLID, COernaHHoN
no npukazadHuw lNdnaTta, W YeTelpe rBo3nd, npoHauvewde Teno Mocnoga. YTobbl y3HaTh, Ha KOTOPOM W3 Tpex
KpecToB OeIN pacnaTt Cnacutens, lNatpuapx Makapuidl noodepeqHO BO3INOKMN KPECTRI HA NOKoWHWKA. Korga Bwin
BO3NO#eH KpecT [ocnofeHs, MepTBeL OXMN. YBWOEE BOCKPECLWIErD, Bce YyoeaunUce, YTo HaldeH AKUBOTBOPALLWA
Kpect XpucTuade, B DECYNCNEHHOM MHOXECTEE NpULLedlve NoKNoHWTeCA CeATOMY KpecTy, NpocUnM CBATUTENA
Makapua NOOHATL, BO3ABWUIHYTE KpecT, yToDbl BCE MOMMW, XOTHA W3ganw, BnaroroeedHo co3epuaTe Ero. Torpa
MNaTpwapx W Opyrve OyXOBHble NMWUa HadanW BeICOKO nogHumate CeATOA KpecT, a Hapog, B3wiBaa: "lTocnogwm,
nomunyid”, GnaroroBedHo NoKNoHANCA YectHomy [peBy. 3To TOpWeCTBEHHOe CODbITWE nMpouM3owno B 326 roay
Mpw obpeTeHun X KusoTeOpPALLEro Kpecta COBepLUIMMOCE W APYroe Yydo: TAXeno DonsHaA KeHLWWHA, NPYU OCEHEHWK
ee CeATLIM KpecTom, cpa3y ucuenunace. Ctapey Myaa v apyrie wyaoen yseposanu Bo XpUCTa U NPUHANK CBATOE
KpeweHue. Myoa nony4dn umMa Kupuak W BNocnedcTBWM ObiN pPYKONONOKeH Bo enuckona Kepycanumcrkoro. B
uapcteoeadHne Hnuana OTcTynHuka (361 - 363) OH NpUHAN MYyYEeHWYECKYH) CMepTe 3a Xpucta (namATb
CBALLEHHOMYYeHWKa Kupuaka 28 okTADpA). CeATas uapuua EneHa ozHameHoBana MecTa, CBR3aHHbIE C 3eMHOW
WU3HLH Cnacutend, ocHoeaHuem bonee 80 XxpaMmoB, BO3OBWIHYTEIX B Budineeme - mecte PowaecTea XpUCToBa,
Ha rope EneoHckor, oTkyaa [ocnoos Bo3HeccA Ha Hebo, B Mehcumanii, roe Cnacurens Monunca nepen CBOMMK
cTpagaHwAMKW W rge Doina norpebeHa bowunAa Marteps nocne ycnenuAa. B KoHcTanTMHOnoNe ceATan Enena
npueeana c cobon YyacTe KMBOTBOPALLEro [lpeea u rec3nn. PAEHOANOCTONLHLIA UMnepaTop KOHCTAHTUH NOBENen
EO30BUIHYTE B Vlepycanume BeNWYECTBEHHLIA W ODLIMPHEIA Xpam B YecTe BocKpeceHUA XpUCTOBA, BKNKYABLLWA B
ceba v [pod lNocnogede, v Tonrody. Xpam ctpowncA okono 10 net. CeATas EneHa He Qowuna 00 OCBALLEHWA

BoanewseHwe KpecTa
[ocnogHA



Xpama, OoHa CKoHdanack B 327 rogy. Xpam Bein oceAweHd 13 cedTtabpa 335 ropa. Ha chegyiowui geds, 14
CeHTADPA, yCTaHOBMNEHD DLING Npa3gHoBaTe BoaaeukeHwe YecTHoro u KUBoTBOpALLEro KpecTa.

B aT0T AeHL BCNOMWHAETCA elle oaHO CoObITUE, CBA3aHHOe C KpecTom [oCcnogHnm, - ero Bo3epawleHune U3 Mepcuu
nocne 14-netTHero nneHa obpatHo B Mepycanuv. B uapcteoBaHne BuaanTuilckoro umnepatopa ®okn (602 - 610)
nepcrackMid uapk Xo3pod || B BORHE NPOTWE ITPeKoE pa3bun rpedeckoe BOWCKD, paarpabun WMepycanum W yees B
nned AKueoTeopAlMA Kpect locnooeds n Ceatoro MNatpuapxa 3axapuio (609 - 633). Kpect npobein B MNepcud 14
neT U NWWe npu umnepartope Mpaknun (610 - 641), koTopelil C NoMoLLK boxueld nobegun Xo3poA W 3aKniyun
MWp C CblHOM nocnegHero, CUpoecom, XpuctuaHam Obifa Bo3BpalleHa WX CBATbIHA - KpecT locnogeHs. C
BEMNWKUM TOPKECTEOM HUBOTBOPALWMA KpecT ©Owin npuHeceH B WMepycanum. Mmnepatop Mpaknuid B uapckom
BeHlUe 1 nopdupe noHec Kpect XpucToe B xpam BockpeceHnA. Pagom c yapewm wen MNatpuapx 3axapuAa. Y BopoT,
KOTOPLIMA BOCXOAMNW Ha lonrodyy, WmnepaTtop BHe3anHo OCTAHOBWMCA W He MO ABWMHYTLCA danelle. CBATOW
MNatpuapx 0DBACHAN UapH, YTO eMy nperpaxgaeT nyTe AHren Mocnogedes, Moo Tot, Kto Hec Ha lonrody Kpect
ONA WCKYNMNEHWA MUpa OT MPeXoB, COBepLUMn CEol KpecTHEIA NyTe B YHUJMKeHHOM Buoe. Toroa Mpaknuil, cHAB
BeHel U nopdupy, Hagen NpocTyr oaexay v BecnpenATCTBEHHO BHeC KpecT XPUCTOB B Xpam.

B cnoee Ha Bo3geuweHwe Kpecta CBATOR AHOpen KpUTCKMA (mamAaTe 4 WonA) roBopuT: "KpecT BO3OBWMrasTch, W
BCE BepHble CTekarTcA, KpecT BO3ABUraeTCA, W rpad TOPKECTBYET, M HApOoAkl COBEPLUADT Npa3iHecTeo".



2mo cnyyanocb ¢ kadkgbim u3 HAC. TEMHBIM, XONTOGHBLIM,
3UMHUM BockpecHbIM ympom 3BoHUM BygunbHuk. Ténnas
kpoeamb. B komHame memHo. 1 BOmMm Mbl HQUUHOEM guasio2
camu ¢ cobol: “9 mak MHO20 paboman Ha amou Hegere,
pa3ee BockpeceHbe He BbIXOgHOU geHb? louemy A goskeH
BCMaBamMb? Mo2y nu A xomb pas nponycmumsb Jlumypauro?
Komy A mam Hy>keH? dmo He moA odepegb cny>kumb unu
nomoz2amb ¢ mpane3ou. boz2 Be3ge, nouemy A HE Moy XOMb
pa3 nokfoHUMbCA emy u3 csoell nocmenu?”’ B 2nybuHe gywu
BCE Mbl 3HOEM OmMBem, HO UHO2gAa BCE PABHO NOSIE3HO
HAONOMHUMb O HEM.



